
Stoneleigh Elementary PTA FAQ Session 

 

 
1. Can you share the Amazon Smile Code for Stoneleigh? 

• Go to smile.amazon.com, when the prompt asks you which charity you'd like to use, 

type in Stoneleigh Elementary School PTA. Then, any time you shop on Amazon, 

make sure you shop through Amazon Smile, and a portion of your purchase price will 

go directly to the Stoneleigh PTA. 

 

2. How can we coordinate social interaction during recess? Can Room Buddies set 

something up? 

• Each day, elementary students have an opportunity to take movement and screen 

breaks throughout the day and have lunch and recess independently and with family. 

Teachers strongly encourage students to walk away from the computer during recess.  

 

Each classroom has chosen (or is in the process of choosing) a Room Buddy. Room 

buddies will serve as a liaison between the PTA and the parents, and will also be able 

to schedule social interactions for their class- either socially distanced or virtual. 

 

3. Given the 5th grade graduation traditions that Stoneleigh has upheld in the past, what can 

we do for our 5th graders this year? Can the PTA help? 

• At this time, I do not anticipate any reason why we would not be able to uphold the 

traditions of the past for the 5th grade farewell in June of 2021. This includes: 

o The Stoneleigh 5th Grade Class of 2021 t-shirt 

o 5th Grade Sports Day – in person or virtual depending on protocols in place at 

the time 

o 5th Grade Class Picnic – in person or virtual depending on protocols in place 

at the time 

o 5th Grade Farewell – held at Towson High School or virtual depending on 

protocols in place at the time 

▪ If we are permitted to open the schoolhouse for students to attend in-

person at some point this school year, Strawbridge Studios is willing to 

work with the school and families to take individual pictures (within 

COVID-19 protocols) for use in the farewell 

 

4. Since the renovations, the school grounds have been muddy and hard to use for 

recreation. There's also a great outdoor space under the old oak trees. Could the PTA 

partner with the school to build an outdoor classroom/improve school grounds? 

• The space under the old oak trees is ideal for an outdoor classroom as the trees 

already form a large circle. Over the years, Boy and Girl Scout troops have 

considered that location as part of an Eagle project or Gold Award project. It has not 

moved forward because of the cost associated with making the area handicap 

accessible. The area is not actually property of Stoneleigh Elementary as the school 

property line ends at the black fence along the perimeter. A partnership with 

Baltimore County Parks and Rec would be needed to move the project forward as the 

old oak tree grove is their property. The BCPS Office of Science, Outdoor Science 



Program resource teachers have been very helpful in the past each time we were 

trying to move the idea forward.  

 

Within the last two weeks BCPS Grounds has been on property work to resolve the 

water flow issues causing the muddy areas. They are working with the surrounding 

neighbors most directly affected.  

 

5. Can you explain grading for the year? Last year was pass/fail- is that an option for this 

year or are our kids being held to the same standards that they would in a traditional in-

class learning year? 

• This school year is not pass/fail as in the spring for combined marking periods 3 and 

4. Students are being held to the same standards that they would be in a traditional in-

class learning.  

• Grading for the 2020-2021 school year is explained in the Grading and Reporting 

Addendum for Fall 2020 for Secondary Schools which can be found at 

https://www.bcps.org/academics/grading 

• Briefly report cards will summarize evidence of student achievement collected 

throughout the marking period and include: all schools, grades consistent with the 

required grading scale, indicating student achievement on grade-level and course 

expectations, attendance, consistent with BCPS’ Policy and Rule 5120 in accordance 

with the Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article §7-301 and skills and 

conduct. 

 

Teachers will use a variety of assessment approaches over time to create a body of 

evidence and monitor student learning of the BCPS curriculum. Student grades will 

be based on the collected body of evidence that is aligned to course or grade-level 

standards. The body of evidence may include assessment products such as unit 

assessments, end-of-course assessments, assignments, presentations, products, 

observations, and/or performance tasks such as discussion, recitation, simulation, 

construction, movement, procedure, or demonstration of a skill.  

 

• A letter grade or code will be used to indicate the individual level of achievement of 

each student in relation to attainment of course objectives.  

o For Grades 1, 2, and 3, achievement codes rather than letter grades will be 

used. The achievement codes include:  

▪ CD meaning Consistently Demonstrating - student demonstrates a 

strong command of the knowledge, skills, and practices embodied in 

the grade-level standards.  

▪ P meaning Progressing – student is developing their command of the 

knowledge, skills, and practices embodied in the grade-level standards.  

▪ N meaning Needs Development – student demonstrates a beginning 

command of the knowledge, skills, and practices embodied by the 

grade-level standards. Additional practice is needed.  

▪ NA meaning Not Applicable – the knowledge, skills, and practices 

embodied in the grade-level standards were neither taught nor 

evaluated this marking period.  

https://www.bcps.org/academics/grading


▪ NG meaning No Grade – if a student is a Level 1 or Level 2 English 

Learner, they will not receive a grade this marking period. 

▪ Achievement codes do not equate to letter grades.  

o Achievement grades for students in Grades 4–12, consider the overall 

evidence of student performance: 

▪ A meaning Outstanding – students performing at this level 

demonstrate a distinguished and strong command of the knowledge, 

skills, and practices embodied by the standards. Students at this level 

are meeting or extending the standards at their grade level. 

▪ B meaning Above Average – students performing at this level 

demonstrate a moderate command of the knowledge, skills, and 

practices embodied by the standards. Students at this level are 

approaching the standards at their grade level. 

▪ C meaning Average – students performing at this level demonstrate a 

developing command of the knowledge, skills, and practices embodied 

by the standards at their grade level. 

▪ D meaning Below Average – students performing at this level 

demonstrate a beginning command of the knowledge and/or skills 

embodied by the standards assessed at their grade level. 

▪ E meaning Failing – students performing at this level demonstrate no 

evidence of the knowledge, skills, and practices embodied by the 

standards assessed at their grade level. 

 

6. What do we know/what can we anticipate about in person learning? Will working 

families be given a heads up in a timely manner to prepare? Who can we contact within 

the board of education to voice our concerns? 

• Currently, I do not have any information regarding in-person learning. Dr. Williams 

shared at the most recent Board of Education meeting that he hoped to share a plan 

for re-opening sometime in November. It is my hope that all families and staff will be 

given information in a timely manner to prepare. All stakeholders are encouraged to 

send comments, concerns, questions, suggestions, etc. to reopening@bcps.org. 

 

7. How can the PTA support the needs of the school, the teachers, and the families that need 

support? 

• We are currently working on creating the Room Buddy program. In addition, we are 

also actively recruiting for our other committees- Inclusion and Diversity, 5th Grade 

Graduation, Morning Mile, Book Fair, Teacher Appreciation, Spirit Wear, Stoneleigh 

Derby, Gold Blue & Creative Too, & Family Socials 

 

It's our hope that the committees can work with the school to increase communication 

and fulfill needs of families and the school. 

 

 

 

 



8. Can the PTA sponsor safe outdoor activities to help serve the social needs of the 

children? (Can room buddies help with this?) 

• We're hoping that Room Buddies and Family Social committees can come up with 

creative ideas for this one. If you'd like to join either committee, please let us know! 

 

9. Could we start an Inclusion/Equity committee with the PTA to support all students and 

families? 

• This is a wonderful idea that was brought up during the 2019-2020 school year if I 

recall correctly. The school has had an equity committee for 6 years with multiple 

staff members participating in BCPS Office of Equity diversity trainings and learning. 

We would be excited to partner with the PTA on this journey. 

 

We are hoping to build one this year to work alongside the faculty program. We are 

still looking for someone to head the committee. If you are interested, please let us 

know. 

 

10. What efforts is Stoneleigh making to diversify the staff and implement an inclusive 

curriculum? Is this a county effort or an individual school effort? 

• Diversifying staff and implementing an inclusive curriculum is a partnership between 

BCPS and individual schools. 

 

As a school, we are always looking for the most qualified people with an eye towards 

building the diversity of the school staff. Last year, we began a partnership with 

Morgan State University creating a professional development school contract where 

elementary education interns are assigned to our school and matched with Stoneleigh 

mentors. This past spring, we hosted 5 students, and this fall we are hosting 4 students 

in their final student teaching internship. It is our hope that this partnership will 

encourage the Morgan State University graduates to apply to Baltimore County 

Public Schools and consider interviewing for positions as they become available at 

Stoneleigh Elementary. Nationally, the number of non-white students interested in a 

career in education is extremely low. BCPS continues to seek out non-white 

candidates for positions within the county actively recruiting and promoting black 

candidate job fairs.  

 

During a summer student town-hall students expressed wanting to see more non-

white teachers and administrators in their schools. Dr. Williams stated that we need 

more non-white students to enter and stay in the profession. Dr. Williams encouraged 

BCPS graduates to consider education for their future profession. 

 

BCPS Curriculum Offices provide the curriculum and materials with which 

Stoneleigh Elementary teachers prepare and instruct the Maryland Common Core 

State Standards. BCPS continues to review and revise curriculums to be more 

inclusive. We are by no means where we need to be as a school system, but further 

then where we were because of conscious decisions and intent.  

 



The current Stoneleigh Elementary library media specialists strive to identify and 

purchase for circulation books that act as "windows and mirrors." Windows that open 

kids up to other identities, different from their own, and "mirrors" that reflect your 

own identity. In addition, the entire staff has been participating in diversity work 

through BCPS for over six years. Over the last two years, we have developed specific 

plans around our personal growth. So far this year, we began and concluded a book 

study of the text Equity, Access, and the Quest to Be Who Our Students Need Us to 

Be by Cornelius Minor and we are currently working with the text Empowering 

Educators: A Guidebook on Race and Racism.  

o Just this past Wednesday afternoon October 7th teachers worked with the 

Liberatory Consciousness Framework which helps students move beyond just 

being aware of inequities in society by promoting critical thinking and 

initiating conversations about race. We examined strong classroom cultures 

for facilitating effective conversations about race, valuing and celebrating 

racial identities, and specific actions to create a classroom that welcomes, 

respects, and supports all students. We ended the session identifying aspects 

of Inquiry-Based Learning to engage students in teaching about race. 

 

11. What efforts are being made to support families who don't have time, money, tech tools, 

or knowledge of curriculum to help their students? 

• Teachers, administrators, and families are working together on the items above. We 

cannot create more time for families, teachers have identified assignment deadlines 

for either Friday or Sunday evenings depending on the grade level.  

 

Every family who qualifies or shared financial need is supported. We have gone 

through all donated items to support families this fall. We purchased and are 

providing 396 jump ropes, 325 6-inch balls, 286 sets of construction paper, 392 

sketchbooks, 475 water based oil pastels, 352 modeling clay, 385 watercolor set with 

brush, 219 washable marker (8-packs), 167 bottles of glue, 321 rolls of masking tape, 

92 safety scissors, 103 boxes of #2 pencils, 99 erasers, 95 pencil sharpeners, 125 sets 

of colored pencils, 234 packs of yarn, 266 graphite pencil sets, 273 watercolor paper 

pads, 265 washable duo tip marker sets, and 221 packs of air dry clay. We have used 

25% of the entire school budget to support families with supplies alone.  

 

Teachers and administrators have worked with every family who has shared 

technology tool issues from teaching use to correcting problems. We have even gone 

to the homes of families to assist.  

 

As a school we do not expect families to have a deep knowledge of the curriculum. 

Teachers appreciate the assistance of parents and guardians in ensuring students are 

accessing their Google Meets on time and making sure independent assignments are 

completed. We do not expect parents or guardians to teach for us. We want to see 

what the students are capable of on their own in order to identify the appropriate 

instructional pathway. We encourage parents to leave or stay on the fringe of the 

instructional area and allow the teacher to instruct the grade level standards, building 

independence and confidence, and address learning needs as if we were in the 



schoolhouse. Teachers and administrators have worked with families individually and 

privately.  

 

12. What can we do with regards to Google Meet log-on issues? If a device is broken or 

needs tech help how can students remain engaged with their class/curriculum while 

waiting for tech support? Do tech problems affect student attendance? 

• BCPS continues to work with Google to address Google Meet log-on issues. Several 

items have been put into place this fall to improve the system. We have found that 

many times students are hanging up on the meeting when trying to mute themselves. 

The tools are right next to each other and they sometimes click incorrectly. 

Sometimes, teachers accidentally remove students when trying to mute their mics for 

the same reason. There are very rare instances where students are on slow home 

networks and they temporarily lose internet connections that would remove them 

from the room. Typically, the device would tell them that the internet connection was 

lost, but the student may not have seen that message. 

 

When students or families have a broken device or need technology assistance the 

teachers and administrators are working with each family to come up with solutions 

that meet the needs of the student and teacher.  

 

When the teacher or school are knowledgeable of technology problems, they do not 

negatively affect student attendance.  

 

13. Is it true that the superintendent is requiring up to 3.5 hours/day of online instruction? If 

so, why are we online for over 5 hours/day? 

• A sample student Week-at-a-Glance is provided in the reopening plan which states 

actual time period of classes, lunch, and independent work time will vary based on 

the student’s schedule. Daily Learning Expectations each day include giving 

elementary students opportunities to: 

o Receive live, virtual instruction from their teacher daily, flexibly delivered as 

whole-group, small-group, or individual support. 

o Math and English Language Arts instruction will occur each day in all grade 

levels.  

o Science, Social Studies and Health content instruction will occur daily with 

units of study alternating between contents each week and ensuring 

implementation of all specific subject areas as required by the Code of 

Maryland Regulation (COMAR.13A.04). 

o Receive special area class instruction on a daily rotation in art, music, library, 

and physical education. 

o Join their classmates for class meetings and social-emotional learning. 

o Work independently on assignments and projects and take movement and 

screen breaks throughout the day and have lunch and playtime independently 

and with family. 

 

Sample schedules are part of Appendix D in the reopening plan which give suggested 

time frames, but also states actual time period of classes, lunch, and independent 



work time will vary based on the student’s schedule. The Stoneleigh schedule has 

kindergarten students working online with teachers for direct instruction just over 2 

hours and 1st through 5th grade students working online with teachers just under 3 

hours. When students participate in the individualized instructional small groups 

which provide the differentiated instructional pathways the time increases for that 

day. The time frames do not include the independent assignments. 

 

Parents shared many concerns in September regarding the length of time students are 

on computers during the day between direct instruction and independent assignments. 

The staff meet as a group and as grade levels to address the concern. While we cannot 

eliminate additional time on the computer to complete independent work, each grade 

level is striving for 50% paper/pencil and 50% digital and choice of how to complete 

independent assignments as much as possible. In addition, due dates have been 

extended to Friday or Sunday depending of the grade level. I encourage concerned 

parents to reach out to their individual teachers with concerns. Grade levels have 

shared the changes with families already, but I will publish the information in the 

upcoming Home-School Connection, October 15, 2020.  

 

14. What are the longer-term contingency plans if there is no vaccine this year? Is the county 

working behind the scenes to improve remote instruction? Will snow days in the future 

become remote learning days? 

• Currently, I do not have any information regarding long-term contingency plans if no 

vaccine is ready or available this year, nor the future of snow days becoming remote 

learning days. Dr. Williams shared at the most recent Board of Education meeting he 

hoped to share a plan for re-opening sometime in November. BCPS works daily 

behind the scenes to improve remote instruction. All stakeholders are encouraged to 

take any comments, concerns, suggestions etc. and email them to 

reopening@bcps.org. 

 

15. Wednesdays are causing concern for a lot of families. Some like that there is a tech break 

mid-week and wish that four-day weeks would include the Wednesday breaks. Others are 

concerned that our students won't meet the 186/187 required days with shortened days on 

Wednesdays. Some are worried that there are missing small group sessions when a 

Wednesday (c day) is replaced with a Monday (a day). Can you speak to the Wednesday 

schedule concerns? 

• The reopening plan for the 4-day week has been approved by the State Schools 

Superintendent as meeting the requirements of a complete school year. Students are 

required to attend school 180 days not including snow days. When you combine 

synchronous and asynchronous hours over the full week (Monday through Friday) 

BCPS school schedules meet the state requirement. When students miss a Wednesday 

do to identified school closure days it has the same effect as when we are in the 

schoolhouse and have days off. What I mean is days off are accounted for in the 

school calendar already, so the schedule still meets the requirement of 180 student 

days. Teachers plan each week around the school calendar, so instruction is tailored 

to account for days off.    

 



16. How is the 4th/5th grade GT curriculum being managed? Is it a county-wide curriculum? 

Some are feeling as if it is not challenging enough. 

• The GT curriculum in all grade levels K-5 is handled through small group instruction 

following the county-wide curriculum. GT instruction is embedded into grade level 

curriculum for ELA in grades K-5 and Math in grades K-4. Fifth grade advanced 

mathematics is the only grade level content which a separate curriculum.  

 

We are still in the beginning of the school year and September encompasses building 

relationships, learning procedures, recuperating from summer slide, and this year 

identifying content for re-teaching or teaching from the previous school year. Now 

that we have entered October and forward instruction will change advance and 

challenge will increase. 

 

17. What is the homework policy for the year? Can you clarify due dates for independent 

work? 

• There is no homework policy per say this school year. Independent assignments 

would be the only homework. Time is built into the school schedule for students to 

complete the work prior to the end of the student school day at 3:30pm. I stated in a 

previous question, that due dates have been extended to Friday or Sunday depending 

of the grade level. I encourage concerned parents to reach out to their individual 

teachers with concerns. Grade levels have shared the changes with families already, 

but I will publish the information in the upcoming Home-School Connection, October 

15, 2020 based on this evening session.  


